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INSCRIBED, 
By their moſt obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


. 
Trnoma% Montell 


To the PRIN TER. 
BE pleaſed to fill up this (otherwiſe) | 
blank page with a word or two to 
the Reader ;—only to inform him; that, 
ul porwRhſtanding the honour of the ap- 
intment, and ſtill greater of approba- 
tion, I fear this diſcourſe, upon a nearer 
inſpection, in the cloſet, will appear by 
no means equal, either to the dignity of 
ſuch an audience, or the requiſition of 
the ſolemnity; and therefore take this 
opportunity to beſpeak his candour. 
They who know my manner, and full 
employ at the preſs, will er this 
apology . | | | 2 


Korn fl. 40. | 

Bleſſed be he of the Lord, who hath not 
left off his kindneſs to the living and 
the dead. an 


e H E propriety of theſe words, as 
A applied to the ſolemnity of the day, 
may ſeem rather deducible from the 
a primd facie of them, than from the 
hiſtory to-which they are related. 
There is ſomething however in the hiſtory not 
altogether foreign to our preſent purpoſe. * A 
certain woman, having loſt her huſband and 
* two ſons, 1s left deſtitute with her two daugh- 
* ters-in-law ; the one, through neceſſity, re- 
* turns to her relations, and happy was ſhe, in 
having ſuch relations, as could receive her; 
« the 
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the other, Ruth by name, moſt dutiful and 
affectionate, was determined to abide with 
her mother, in order to aſſiſt her, to the ut- 
moſt of her power ; and partake with her in 
whatever lot Providence ſhould aſſign them, 
Whereupon they came to Bethlehem, the mo- 
ther's native place, where the daughter, as 
ſhe was gleaning in the field, found favour 
in the ſight of Boaz, a mighty man of wealth, 
and ſingularly virtuous, the kinſman of her 
father-in-law El/tmelech : he loaded her with 
ſuch preſents as the field afforded ; with which 
returning to her mother, ſhe broke out with 
this grateful acknowledgment of the kind be- 
nefactor, Bleſſed be he of the Lord, who hath 
not left off his kindneſs to the living and the dead. 
There are many things obſervable in this ſhort 
narrative,” particulajly, the behaviour of the 


widow, when reduced to affliction, which, like 
Job, ſhe patiently ſubmits to, and piouſly acknow- 
ledges to come from the hand of God *®.—The 
duteous regard of a daughter-in-law to her aged 
friend and mother; the conſequence of ſuch a 
pious diſpoſition, according to the words of Boaz; 
the Lord recompenſe thy work, and a full reward 
be given thee of the Lord God of Iſrael, under whoſe 


wings thou art come to truſt, ver, 12.— The happy 


inſtru- 
Chap. i. 21. 
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inſtrument, under Providence, as was Boaz, in 
relieving the poor, and needy, and fatherleſs 
as alſo, the prayer and bleſſing of the relieved, 
which ſeldom fail of being heard in the court 


* 


of heaven. 
Here then we have a large field to expatiate 
in, while we recount the bleſſed effects of bene- 
volence and love ; both to the obliging, and the 
perſon obliged ; both to him that gives, and to 
him that receives; though upon indiſputable 
authority the preference is given to the former *, 
'Tis true, we live in an age, when the voice 
of charity (though not ſo loud perhaps as that 
of patriotiſm) is heard effectually in almoſt every 
ſtreet of this metropalis. What ſpacious build- 
ings! what generous ſubſcriptions ! what faith- 
ful ſtewards | So that in the wilderneſs the waters 
break forth, and ſireams in the deſert Þ, i. e. as ex- 
plained heretofore on a ſimilar occaſion 4. Not- 
withſtanding, dreſs, equipage, and entertainment, 
are indulged with all that the vaineſt fancy can 
invent, and the richeſt affluence procure; yet 
{till there is a fund left, in ſome meaſure, for a 
ſupply of bread to the hungry, clothing for the 
naked, medicine for the diſeaſed, liberty for the 
captive, and inſtruction for the ignorant. Theſe 
are 


Acts xx. 35. + If. xxxv. 6, t In a Spital 
Sermon, 1753. | | 
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are indeed works of charity: and may we not 
more than hope that this (called, I think, by a 
predeceſſor in this province) the mother-charity, 
will at leaſt keep her ground in your affections, 
—that ye will not leave off your kindneſs to the 
living and the dead? Shall the tears of the widow 
be unavailing ? ſhall the cries of the fatherleſs 
be ineffectual ? or ſhall the ſtill more diſconſo- 
late condition of the orphan go unpitied, unre- 
lieved ? Impoſſible, in this aſſembly; whoſe gra- 
cious, noble, and generous preſence manifeſtly 
declares your readineſs to ſerve, in this reſpect, 
the living and the dead. 

Superfluous therefore ſeems any exhortation 
at preſent, among thoſe, who act not this God- 
like part, upon the narrow principle of nature, 
like the Chremes of Terence, or a well-diſpoſed 
heathen ; but by the unbounded principle of 
grace, like a true chriſtian ; like one, who hath 
all thoſe truths and commands of God at heart, 
which he hath vouchſafed to inſpire or declare, 
by the voice of reaſon, or by the dictates of con- 
{cience, by the mouth of his prophets, or by 
the goſpel of his Son. This is what carries the 
virtue, now diſtinguiſhed by the name of charity, 
(and without which it can never reach that 
name) to a nobler height, enforceth the neceſſity 


of it upon ſtronger motives, and recommends 
| the 


the $0xs of the CLER Ov. 9 
the practice from the moſt eminent examples; 
which things, though not unknown to you, my 
brethren, I muſt now remind you of, the ſolem- 
nity of the day, and the | «more AT me 
therein, requiring I opts 

The two points chiefly to be inſiſted upon 
from the words of m text, are, | | 


Firſt, A ck] in ſhewing kindneſs'to 
the living and the dead „as 1 to our 


preſent purpoſe. And, 


Secondly, The happy effefts of ſuch behaviour 
in the glorious recompence of the bleſſing of 
God.  Bleſed be be of the Lord, bee. 


Firſt then I muſt beg your as ent by the 
living, to underſtand certain widows, and their 
relatives, the fatherleſs and orphans; and by 
the dead, ſuch of our clerical brethren, their huſ- 
bands and fathers, who have now paid their laſt 
debt to nature ; and have died, or DING not died 
(if any ſuch there were) in the Lord. | 

And where ſhall we find a more affecting 
ſcene of diſtreſs, than in a family, it may be a 
large one, ſtruck, as ſuddenly as with lightning, 
from a ſtate of competency at leaſt, to a ſtate of 
wretchedneſs and deſpair ? Rachel mourning for 

| 3. 9 
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ber children becauſe they are, and becauſe ſhe has 
not, under heaven, wherewith to prolong their 
exiſtence but by the cold crumbs of charity, 
which muſt fall, too, by accident from the rich 
man's table; for, being more uſed to relieve 
than to beg, ſhe knows not how to ſtoop imme- 
diately, though it were with juſtice, to aſk a 
pittance, even of thoſe, who heretofore had been 
partakers of her bounty, or had other obliga- 
tions to her family. Poverty and diſtreſs, in 
ſome caſes, I mean among the dregs of the peo- 
ple, are apt to aſſume a clamourous licentious 
boldneſs; ſo that the child all behave himfelf 
proudly againſt the ancient, and the baſe againſt 
the honourable * : but it is not ſo with education 
and good-breeding ; grief fwells within the tor- 
tured foul ; like the elders of the daughters of 
Sion, be fits upon the ground, and heeps filence + , 
with conſcious innocence, like the ſheep before the 
ſhearer, ſhe epeneth not ber mouth .; or, in a pro- 
fane, but ſtriking exemplar, te /its ike patience 
an a monument, with all her weeping images 
around her. But go with me into the cell, and 
view them in real life, if it can be called life; 
behold a group of children, ſome of them inſen- 
fible of their loſs, and therefore the more to be 
pitied; others crying for read to the ſurviving 
parent, 
1G. iii. 5. + Lam. ii. 10. t Ads viii. 32. 


v 
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parent, who can as eaſily recall their father, as 
ſupply them with neceſfaries, that flowed from, 
and entirely depended upon, the income of the 
deceaſed. Still more deplorable is the caſe of 
orphans, who have not the ſlender comfort of 
pouring out their foul into a mother's boſam ; and 
the tongue of the ſutking. child cleaveth to the roof” 
of his mouth for thirſt ; not only bereft of pa- 
rents, but of a comfortable dwelling too; ſo that 
they who fed delicately (for their ſtation): are deſo- 
late in the fireets t; complaining with the _— 
tive Iſraelites, We are orphans and fatherleſs,; our 
inheritance is turned to rangers $ and our e 
to aliens. 

Melancholy as this ſcene may be, I invite you 
to it, becauſe I cannot help thinking with Solo- 
mon, let who will facetioufly: deny it, that it is 
better to go to ſuch a bouſe: of mourning, tban to a 
houſe of feuſting . For, if need were, it is al- 
moſt im le, but that by the ſad countenance 
of the ſeen, the heart of the ſeer ſhould be made 
better; moved with a compaſſion unknown be- 
fore, and charmed W 
. 


1 'Ba. . AL 0% It 
7 ii. 1a. es t lb. iv. 5. zu. v. 2. 
This ſketch was drawn in behalf of, and to recommend, 

that excellent branch of this charity, begun by ſubſcription 
in the year 1749» for maintaining and educating poor 
ergy, 


orphans of the c till of ut apprentice, 
* .Eccl, vii. 2. „ 
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It is a ſcene that will not only rouſe the dor- 
mant qualities of the ſoul, and force it to obey 
the dictates of pure and uncorrupted nature, but 
will exalt it to an ardent deſire of reſembling 
God in the lovelieſt of his perfections, —in that 
amiable goodneſs, whereby, in terms correſpon- 
dent to human actions, he is ſtiled a Father to 
the fatherleſs ; whom the more we reſemble, the 
more we advance our own happineſs. 

It is a ſcene, that will remind you of the in- 
ſtability of fortune, not to truft in the uncertainty 
of. riches, but in the living God, who giveth you 
all things richly to enjoy *; and who can reſume, 
what he hath given, when it ſhall ſeem agreea- 
ble to the wiſdom of his providence : For, He 
ordereth all things bath in heaven andearth; though 
many times, and particularly in the affairs of 
mankind, his arm is invifible. His arm is in- 
viſible, but his promiſes are ſure ; wherefore St. 
Paul, from the foregoing conſideration, exhorts 


the rich to be reach to give, and willing to com- 


municate, laying up in flore for themſelves a good 


Jewidation againſt the time to come, that they may 


lay hold on eternal life. 
So much, briefly, of the living; in whoſe | 
diſtreſs when we come to ſpeak of the dead (as 
here taken) we ſhall find ſomething ſo peculiarly 
affecting, 


the Sows of the CLETRO x. 13 
affecting, that the man muſt be inſenſible of 
the dignity of his own nature, and can have no 
reverence of God's commands, or. expectation 
of his bleſſing, who deſpiſeth them; or, when 
opportunity ſerves, witholds his kindneſs from 
them. For, by the dead, as before premiſed, we 
underſtand our departed brethren of the clergy. 

Now, in ſpeaking of the dead, it is obvious 
to obſerve, from the phraſe of my text, that 
there. are thoſe, who fondly think, they can 
confer a kindneſs on them, by prayers and ſacri- 
fices, offered, after death, for their deliverance 
from temporal afflictions, due to their fins. But 
this is an after-game, which we proteſtants can 
neither admire, nor admit. ** It ſeems borrowed 
« from the Platonic notion, that the iar 
© «papryuara, the curable fins of departed ſouls, 
« were ſcoured and purged off by proportionate 
«© puniſhment: though ſome look upon it as a 
e palpable innovation, unknown to the primi- 
te tive times, nor to be found in their own 
* antient miſſals and records: be that as it 
« will; we think it ſufficient to reſt upon the 
de authority of the holy ſcriptures, ſaying, with 
« the Pſalmiſt, In death no man remembreth thee, 
« O Lord, and who will give thee thanks in the 
« pit *? Or with the prophet, The grave can- 

; | cc. not 
®* Pf. vis 5. 
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e nat praiſe tber; death cannot celebrate thee ; 
te the living, the living, be ſhall praiſe thee, as 
« I do this day; the father to the children fhall 
cc make known thy truth *. Or with Solomon, I 
ce the fight of the unwiſe they ſeemed to die, and 
& their departure is taken for miſery ; but they are 
e in peace. The ſouls of the righteous are in the 
* hands of God, and no torment fhall touch them +.” 
We bleſs God indeed for all that are departed 
in the true faith and fear of his holy name; we 
may reverence their memory, and punctually 
fulfil their laſt requeſts ; but further we know 
not any kindneſs we can ſhew the dead, except 
in the like ſolemnity of this day. To which I 
return. 

As far as we know any thing of the nature 
of man, from the moſt antient and divine re- 
cord, or from reaſon and experience, we are 
convinced, that no government, no ſociety, 
worthy the name, can ſubſiſt comfortably with- 
out the ties of religion : this our adverſaries al- 
low; and moreover, they are pleaſed to affirm, 
that this religion muſt be national, and this na- 
tional religion muſt be maintained in reputation 


and reverence t. So far we are obliged to them; 
and we further ſay, whether they will allow it 


or 


* Ia. xxxviii. 18. + Wiſd. iii. I, t Lord 
Bolingbroke, Vol. III. p. 330. 
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or no, that as there never was a time when re- 
velation was not, either traditionary or written; 
ſo, from the beginning it has been entruſted 
to a particular order of men, to tranſmit it 
down to poſterity, and enforce the obſervance 
of it upon the minds of their converſants ;—— 
in theſe latter days, to make known the ineſti- 


ma ble vouchſafement of the goſpel diſpenſation 


and by labouring with all dilgence and 
care, with all humility and condeſcenſion in 
their calling, to guard the people from the in- 
fection of ill principles; from their being ſcared 
by the many ghoſts of departed errors, that 
have eſcaped from their tombs, and now walk 
up and down to moleſt the world ;-—or, with- 
out a. figure, to counterwork the various arts 
of thoſe, who endeavour to make the plaineſt 
truths difficult and diſſatisfactory, where 7be 
heart is not thoroughly eſtabliſhed with grace *. 
But ſuppoſing; (an impoſſibility, while the mind 
is free, and the gift of underſtanding unequal) 
there were no diſputes in religion; — that the 
meaneſt capacity wanted no aſſiſtance, in order 
to comprehend the propriety of our belief in 
the myſteries of the goſpel ; yet, while men are 
apt to be unmindful of their -duty, and careleſs . 
in the practice of it, can there be any doubt, 
| except 
® Heb. xiii. 9, 
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except among your great maſters of reaſon, and 
little ſlaves of ſenſe, but that ſuch an order of 
men will be ever uſeful ; whoſe peculiar buſineſs 
it is, to remind them of thoſe things which they 
already know; that their faith may be turned 
into a principle of life and action; without 
which faith cannot be made perfect *“; - and to 
inculcate the apoſtle's advice, that hereunto they 
have already attatned, they will walk by the ſame 
rule, they will mind the ſame thing + ;—the ſcope of 
their profeſſion, and the end of all diſquiſitions, 
all particularities, whether enjoined, or not; 1 
mean, good life. 

Such, we truſt, were they to whom, kiln 
dead, we now entreat your kindneſs; which 
cannot be better, or ſcarce otherwiſe expreſſed, 
than by your favour, your liberality, to theſe 
their remains, the widows, the fatherleſs, and 
* 

Among all the various and buſy ſcenes of 
life, on the great theatre of the world, what 
part can we act, more ſatisfactory to our own 
breaſts, or more honourable in the ſight of men, 
than the part of the good Samaritan, ſo warmly 
recommended by our Saviour, in relieving the 
diſtreſſed ? This however is but little more than 
a debt we ſtand ſtrictly charged with by the firſt 

principles 
James ii. 22. + Phil, iii. 16. 
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Principles of humanity; but in the caſe before 
us, there is an opportunity of diſplaying many 

virtues, that heighten and adorn this grace; 
po rticularly gratitude and piety. 

There is no ſpecies of .charity which ſets the 
goodneſs of heart in a ſtronger light than this, 
of ſhewing kindneſs to the children of the clergy, 
becauſe they are the children of the clergy ; who are 
gone, and, like the Levites of old, had no in- 
heritance to leave behind them. Every ſerious 
chriſtian will think himſelf obliged to ſuccour 
their diſconſolate offspring in point of gratitude, 
5 the bleſſings conveyed to him by the miniſtry 
of their fathers ; bleſſings of univerſal extent 
reaching to all orders and degrees of chriſtians; 
from exhortation and , inſtruction, when de- 
livered with candour, and according to the 
word of truth; from the efficacy of prayer, 
when offered up to God, in his holy temple, 
with decent devotion and from the requiſite 
adminiſtration of the holy ſacraments. Theſe 
were the kind offices, for which ye reſpected 
them, while living; and now they are dead, I 
am perſuaded, ye will not leave off your kindneſs 
to them, for their works ſake. 

But further; As there is no act of a religious 
caſt, but what is rendered fo, by the primary 
intention of the perſon, acting in obedience to 

C the 


eee ae a ee CCOOO—_ 


18 A SERMON preached before 
the will of God, and with the deſire to promote 
his glory; hence it is, that the good work, we 
are now recommending, becomes rather an ob- 
lation to the throne of grace, than an eleemo- 
ſynary gift to a diſtreſsful- cottage ; an act of 
iety to God, as well as compaſſion to the poor; 
for, God hath ever made the poor, the virtuous 
poor, his pecuhar care; Lo! the poor crieth, and 
the Lord heareth him. He preſerveth the ſtrangers, 
and relieveth the fatherleſs and widow * not mi- 
raculouſſy; but by his injunctions to all ſach as 
are well diſpoſed, to diſtribute, in his name, and 
for his ſake, part of ſuch things as they enjoy 
by his bounty: How acceptable to him then 
mult that charity be, that, beſides relieving the 
poor, maintains the influence and credit of re- 
ligion ;—adorns and recommends, to all unpre- 
judiced minds, the truths that we profeſs ;— 
and gives a teſtimony of our ſincere confidence 
and truſt in his holy word! It is this principle 
of love and obedience that ennobles and ſpiri- 
tualizes munificence, rendering every ſuch act 
both charitable and pious. 

And this reminds me of another motive, 
though an inferior one, if not included in the 
foregoing ; I mean, prudence; that prudence, 
which ſo greatly diſtinguiſhes, and ſo ſtrongly 

| recom- 
# Pf, exlvi. . 
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recommends this charity; — from the generoſity 
of the ſucceſſive ſtewards ;—from the integrity 
and faithfulneſs, the impartiality and diſintereſted- 
neſs of the governors. It is not like your caſual 
unpremeditated charity in your gates, and in your 
ſtreets ; where the cries of hypocriſy, and counter- 
feit calamities frequently impoſe upon the liberal 
hand, and compaſlionate heart. There can be no 
miſtake here: it is the viſible diſtreſs of the father- 
leſs and orphans, that claims your aſſiſtance 
they are the ſufferings of virtue and innocence 
that demand your pity and compaſſion; they are 
children, who being left deſtitute, entreat your 
protection, from being expoſed to apparent 
ruin in the wide world and humbly beg, that, 
according to the diſcretion of thoſe entruſted 
with your bounty, they may be placed out, in 
ſuitable and decent ways of life; ſo as hereafter 
to become, not offenſive and burthenſome, but 
uſeful and ſerviceable, if not an honour to their 
benefactors, and an ornament to their country. 

What colourable objection can be made 
againſt this peculiar way of ſhewing 4indneſs 
both to the living and the dead? None, ſurely. 
Many queſtions indeed have been aſked, imper- 
tinently enough; as, —Why did they marry? 
—— Why did they not make proviſion for a fa- 
mily, in caſe of death? A parſon, ſure, cannot 

| C 2 think 
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think himſelf leſs mortal, than a philoſopher or 
phyſician ;—and the like. But they have often 
been fully anſwered on this occaſion, In brief, 
with regard to the former, without any ſevere 
reflections. on thoſe who ſubmit to the unnatu- 
ral injunction of celibacy, ſuffice it for us, 
that, upon the aſſeveration, and by the direction 
of St. Paul, Marriage is honourable in all men *. 
Let a biſhop, let a preſbyter be the huſband of one 
wife, one that ruleth well in his own houſe, having 
faithful children kept in ſuljection, with gravity +. 
And as to the latter, ye'all know but too well, 
that ſome hundreds, I might have ſaid thouſands, 
in the miniſtry, under the goſpel, are little bet- 
ter than the Nethinims under the law, hewers 
of wood, and drawers of water. So ſmall their 
revenue, that it is ſcarce poſſible to ſupport the 
decency, much leſs the dignity, of a clergyman ; 
and altogether impoſſible, to make proviſion, 
even in the beſt of times, for their ſurviving 
dependants. | | 
How great and glorious then is the eſtabliſh- 
ment of this inſtitution! What a comfort mult 
it be to all good chriſtians, to ſee this anniver- 
fary meeting ſo honourably attended; not only 
by the moſt eminent dignitaries of the church, 
but by the chief magiſtrate, and ſuch as bear 
| office 
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office under him, in this ancient and opulent 
city; whoſe merchants, like thoſe of Tyre, are 
princes, and whoſe traffickers are the honourable 
upon earth *, Their united preſence and coun- 
tenance, on this occaſion, exemplifies: the words 
of the Pſalmiſt, Behold! how good and joyful a 
thing it is, brethren, to dwell together in unity ? 
Ye will not be offended, if I fay, that ye are 
preachers too ; by example at leaſt; from whence 
the youth, (for whoſe ſake, in part, this appoint- 
ment was at firſt inſtituted; and is ſtill carried 
on) may learn, that, as to their conduct in life, 
to be wiſely provident, honeſtly induſtrious, and. 
ſoberly frugal, is the ſureſt way, to attain the 
accompliſhment. of being firſt juſt, and then 
liberal. 

And here I muſt obſerve, that it is uſual, pro- 
per, and neceſlary, as a farther motive to this 
charity, to pay the tribute of gratitude to the 
memory of ſome of our principal benefactors; 
and this alſo belongs to our ſhewing kindneſs to 
the dead; whoſe very duſt is fragrant, and their 
monuments venerable. 

Many names, bleſſed be God ! are upon the 
liſt, and noted, we preſume, in the book of life, 
of thoſe who have done us honour as well as 
ſervice by their munificence. I ſhall beg leave 
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to mention two or three of them that dwell 
upon my remembrance. And the firſt is Anne, 
of bleſſed memory, that excellent queen, who, 
concerned for'the honour of religion, and com- 
miſerating the low eſtate of its miniſters, re- 
ſtored to them her ſhare of the political ſpoils 
of former days. Many excellent things are 
ſpoken of thee, O-queen, but this thy exem- 
plary zeal for the glory of God, and this thy 
ſtately temple, give a luſtre to all thy triumphs; 
which no malevolence can darken, nor time 1t- 
ſelf efface. The name of a Godolphin likewiſe, 
among the liberal benefactors to this charity, 
calls for our acknowledgment. Nor can we 
paſs by unnoticed the generous contributions of 
our late queen Caroline; impartially kind, and 
univerſally a nurſing mother, whenever afflic- 
tion made application to her. And here, it 
will be natural enough to introduce the cha- 
racter, which Solomon gives of a wirtuous 
woman; whoſe price is above rubies ; ſhe ſtretebeth 
out her hand to the poor ; yea, ſhe reacheth forth 
her hand to the needy ; her children ariſe up and 

call ber bleſſed ; her huſband alſo, he praiſeth her &. 
But what is the moſt ſplendid encomium 
that gratitude can raiſe, or what the higheſt 
honours we can pay to their memory, if com- 
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pared with the bleſſedneſs, with which this la- 
bour of love is recompenſed of the Lord? which 
was the ſecond point I propoſed to ſpeak to; 
and what will require but very few words.. 
For, | | 


Secondly, As it is not in the power of man, 
of himſelf, to give any aſſurance of ſuch re- 
ward, we muſt have recourſe to the word of 
God, when among all the bleſſings announced 
to this act of charity, I know none more ex- 
preſſive, or more nearly related to my text, than 
that ancient and venerable character, ſo diſtinct- 
ly recommended to our regard, and fo often 
quoted on this occaſion ; when the ear beard 
me, ſays Job, then it bleſſed me ; and when the eye 
ſaw me, it gave witneſs to ne *; becauſe I delivered 
the poor that cried, the. fatherleſs, and. him that 
had none to help : the bleſſing of him that was 
ready to periſh came upon me, and I made ' the wi- 
dow's heart to ſing for joy. I ſhall not after this 
enumerate the many bleſſings recorded by Moſes 
(Deut. xxviii.) or by David, (Pal. xli.) or what- 
ever elſe of a temporal kind is ſcattered through- 
out the Scripture. Infinitely greater bleſſings, 
ſpiritual, eternal, are in the-expectation of the 
righteous, z. e. the charitable man; and the 
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word of God his ſecurity. Blefſed ar. the mer- 
iciful, for they ſhall obtatmercy * ; and God knows 
how much we ſhall ſtand in need of it, when 
wwe have ſhuffled off this mortal cui; or rather, 
in a ſacred ſtyle, when our earthly houſe of this 
tabernacle is diſſolved +. What greater act of 
wiſdom can there be, than to ſecure a refuge 
and conſolation againſt the day of nature's 
great diſtreſs ? Know ye not, that, when all the 
tinſel grandeur of this world ſhall vaniſh as a 
dream or phantom, 'the little we have beſtowed 
on this, or the like work of charity, (which as 
the riches of the philoſopher, is all we can carry 
with us) will prove an immenſe treaſure? When 
at the retribution of the juſt, the good Shepherd 
ſhall receive you with, Come ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther; what you did to the laaſt of theſe little ones, 
you did it unto me; enter, thou faithful ſervant, 
into the joy of thy Lord. 

Such is the duty recommended by our weak, 
but earneſt endeavours; and I doubt not but 
your own ſtrong ſenſe and natural feelings will 
ſupply the defects. And ſince by experience the 
charitable man partakes in every ſatisfaction that 
he gives, and a certain pleaſure unavoidably re- 
ſults from theſe offices of love ; I might juſtly 
ſeem tedious ſhould I detain you any longer 
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from ſo agreeable an entertainment. I will 
therefore conclude, as I begun, with Ruth's 
grateful exclamation, Bleſſed be ye of the Lord, 
who have not left off your kindneſs to the living and 
the dead: bleſſed be ye of the Lord, who have 
miniſired unto the ſaints, and yet do minifter *. 
For my brethren and companion's ſake, I will wiſh 
you proſperity +. May perpetual health, peace, and 
comfort be your portion in this life, and a crown: 
of glory your reward in the life to come. 


» Heb. vi. 10. + Pſal. cxxii. 8. 


THE END. 
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A LIST of the annual Amount of the ConTarau- 


TIONS, commencing with that of 1721, in order to ſhew 
the gradual Increaſe and Decline of this Cr arty: Which 
it is humbly hoped may once more recover the Favour of 
the PusLic, ſo as to anſwer the Wants of thoſe, whom 


it was intended to relieve. 


| 13 

1721 — 330 16 
1722 — 328 16 
1723 — 382 6 
1724 — 566 10 
1725 — 630 5 
1726 — 575 4 
1727 — 655 © 
1728 — 579 17 
1729 — 523 6 
1730 — 722 6 
1731 — 840 1 

1732 — 981 1 

1733 — 909 6 
1734 — 1000 3 
1735 — 850 5 
1736 — 837 7 
1737 — 856 9 
1738 — 935 2 
1739 — 912 11 

1740 — 784 1 

1741 — 834 2 
1742 — 866 6 
1743 — 819 © 
1744 — 848 16 


1745 — 1044 © 
1746 — 922 10 


Q 


OODODONNOoO Awww Ow O0OOW OS ="DOODOOOOO 


FEEL FEEFELTYS YE LEAH TY 


I, 
1062 
916 
985 
1134 
1167 
1101 
1063 
Ra 
973 


912 
1081 


1163 
I122 
1096 

836 
1224 
1009 
1207 


Oo 


8. 

2 0 
6 6 
12 6 
14 O 
19 © 
18 6 
2 6 
8 2 
3 6 
18 3 
i 
18 y 
F.-Y 
s 9 
15:0 
13 9 
14 O 
2 9 
11 10 
6 5 
19 5 
6 11 
"x 
16 6 
8 © 
SY 


The Corporation have for their Obje&, to afford ſome Relief to 


ſuch of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy as are left deſ- 
titute: As to the Money collected on the preſent Occaſion, it 


is all diſpoſed of by the Stewards within the Year, in placing 


out the Children of poor Clergymen Apprentices : Whereby 


fifty-eight were provided for in the Courſe of laſt Year. 
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